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How God Handles Hypocrites
SERMON REFERENCE: Romans 2:1-16
LWF SERMON NUMBER: #2047

In Romans 2, the Apostle Paul reveals how God handles hypocrites, specifically addressing those 
who were indignant at the sins of others, and indulgent in their own. 

“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge 
another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things…” (Romans 2:1).

Hypocrites will be judged according to the truth, so there will be no disguise. Today, we see truth 
being exchanged for style and sacrificed for comfort. But no performance or pretense will fool God, 
as truth is His standard.

Hypocrisy comes from within; a hypocritical heart believes that outward appearance is all that 
matters. If hypocrites can appear righteous, they believe they will be seen as righteous in the eyes 
of God.

Adrian Rogers says, “God doesn’t look on the exterior; God looks at the heart.”
Hypocrites also believe that if they do not have trouble, they are right with God. But we know our 

blessings are not merited by our behavior. God gives us blessings to bring us to Him, to lead us to 
repentance. Delayed judgment does not mean no judgment; God waits until the time is ripe before 
He judges, and we will not escape His judgment.

Hypocrites will be judged according to their deeds, without distinction.
As Christians, we are not saved by works, but we are judged by works. We will be held 

accountable for our actions and attitudes, as well as for our advantages.
Finally, hypocrites will be judged according to the Gospel.
“...in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel” 

(Romans 2:16).
Adrian Rogers says, “If the Gospel does not save you, the Gospel will judge you. The same Jesus 

who wants to be your Savior will one day be your Judge if you do not allow Him to save you.”
The Gospel is a two-edged sword that will either heal or slay. It reveals everything we try to 

repress and hide, and often, the judgment of the hypocrite is harsher than that of the heathen. 

LIFE APPLICATION
Knowing the dangers of hypocrisy, are there any areas in your life that you need to confess and 
repent of? Pray and ask God to examine your heart, so that you can identify your struggles and live 
authentically and truthfully.
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1) INTRODUCTION
a) God doesn’t look on the exterior of people; He looks on the heart.

i) God sees through all of those things with which we adorn ourselves and decorate 
ourselves.

b) Romans 1 shows us how God handles the heathen.
c) In Romans 2, we see how God handles the hypocrite.

i) The Apostle Paul, anointed by the Holy Spirit, knew that there were certain religious 
people who were indignant at the sins of others but indulgent about their own sins.

d) The devil had rather send people to Hell from a church pew than from the gutter.
e) Romans 2:1-3

i) Romans 1:32
(1) In comparing this passage of Scripture and Romans 2:1, God is telling us not to talk 

about other people, but that it’s time right now to examine ourselves.
(2) Even those who are saved may be guilty of some hypocrisy.

f) We tend to measure ourselves by other people, but God measures us by that perfect 
standard, Himself.

g) The theme in Romans 2 is judgment.
i) Romans 2:1-3
ii) Romans 2:5
iii) Romans 2:16
iv) These passages are referring to the hypocrite’s judgment.

(1) They are talking about the judgment of those who judge others without ever having 
met the Lord themselves.

h) The message today will share the basis of the hypocrite’s judgment.

2) THE HYPOCRITE’S JUDGMENT IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH (Romans 2:2)
a) Romans 2:2

i) The hypocrite’s judgment will be according to truth; therefore, there will be no disguise.
(1) The word “hypocrite” means “actor.”
(2) In Jesus’ day, the actors would put on disguises.

(a) If they were supposed to be happy, then they would put on a mask of a happy face 
rather than merely acting happy.

(b) It they were supposed to be sad, then they would put on a mask of a sad face 
rather than merely acting sad.

ii) In Scripture, Jesus said that there are some in the religious world who are hypocrites.
(1) They are actors wearing masks.

iii) God is going to pull off the mask, and there will be no disguise.
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iv) Not profession, not pretension, not performance, but truth is the standard.
b) We cannot fool God.
c) In today’s world, we have forgotten truth.

i) We’ve sacrificed truth for pragmatism.
(1) We don’t ask, “Is it true?”
(2) We ask, “Does it work?”

ii) We’ve sacrificed truth for style.
(1) We don’t ask, “Does he or she tell the truth?”
(2) We ask, “Do I like him or her?”

iii) We’re not interested in truth; we’re interested in the stock market.
d) Knowledge is doubling today, but truth never changes.

i) Daniel 12:4
ii) 2 Timothy 3:7

e) God’s standard is truth.
i) God has written the Bible.

(1) It is called the Word of Truth.
ii) God has given His Spirit.

(1) He is called the Spirit of Truth.
iii) God is building His church.

(1) The church is called the pillar and the ground of truth.
(a) 1 Timothy 3:15

iv) God sent His Son.
(1) His Son is the truth.

v) 3 John 4
f) Truth is to our spirit what food is to our body, what light is to our eyes, and what melody is to 

our ears.
g) The hypocrite doesn’t understand that God is going to judge according to the truth, so he has 

three fatal flaws in his thinking.
i) He thinks that outward appearance is all that matters.

(1) He thinks that if he just simply appears righteous, then he will be righteous.
(2) Matthew 23:25-28

(a) The hypocrite thinks that all God sees is how he dresses on Sunday morning, how 
he sings, how he greets people, and how he behaves.

(3) Romans 2:21-22
(a) We think that we have not committed any of the sins listed in these verses.

(i) Matthew 5:28
(ii) I John 3:15

(b) We think that it’s just the outward part that matters, but the Bible says that there’s 
no excuse and no escape.

(4) A hypocrite is a respectable sinner, but he is still a sinner.
(a) He will be judged according to truth, and his outward appearance will not make 

any difference.
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ii) He thinks that if he’s not having trouble, then he’s right with God.
(1) Romans 2:3-4
(2) The blessings of God do not mean that a person is right with God.

(a) God gives us blessings to bring us to Him.
(i) It doesn’t mean that we don’t need repentance.
(ii) Romans 2:4

(3) The absence of problems does not mean that we don’t need repentance.
(a) The goodness of God only makes our judgment more severe if we deny His 

goodness.
(b) God’s goodness is not an invitation to sin more.

(i) The greater the blessings, if those blessings are refused, then the greater the 
judgment when the judgment comes.

(4) Sodom and Gomorrah were at an economic all-time high when the fire and 
brimstone fell.
(a) Ezekiel 16:49
(b) There was so much prosperity that the people didn’t even have to work.

(i) That’s when the fire fell because the goodness of God did not lead them to 
repentance.

(5) Luke 13:1-5
(a) In this passage, the Lord Jesus is talking about a calamity that had occurred in 

Galilee when a tower fell on people who were walking down a street.
(b) We should never get the idea that if someone has trouble, it’s because God has 

judged them; or if someone doesn’t have trouble, it’s because God is not going to 
judge them.

(6) A hypocrite thinks that the absence of problems is all that matters.
iii) He thinks that delayed judgment means no judgment.

(1) Romans 2:5
(a) When God blesses a nation or an individual and that nation or individual hardens 

his heart against God, then that nation or person is just putting wrath in the bank; 
treasuring up wrath.

(b) One day, the hypocrite’s judgment is going to come, and he will have to give 
account for what he did with all of God’s blessings.

(2) God does not judge right away because He waits for all of the sin to ripen.
(a) When a person sins against God, the sin doesn’t just end there.

(i) It goes on and on, and the ripples touch the shores of eternity.
(b) We do not get away with our sins.

(3) Romans 2:3
(a) We will not escape the judgment of God.

3) THE HYPOCRITE’S JUDGMENT IS ACCORDING TO DEEDS (Romans 2:6)
a) Not only will it be without disguise, but the hypocrite’s judgment will also be without 

distinction.
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b) Romans 2:6
i) We are not saved by works, but we will be judged by works.

c) Somehow, we get the idea that certain people have a special distinction, but they do not.
i) Romans 2:11

(1) There is no respect of persons with God.
ii) The Apostle Paul shows in Romans 3 that the entire world is guilty before God.

(1) It matters not whether a person is a Jew or a Gentile.
(2) It’s not a matter of race or place or gender; it’s a matter of God’s grace.

d) Romans 3:23
e) Many people think that God will grade on the curve.

i) They don’t think that they’re as bad as other people.
ii) The religious people in Romans 2 measured themselves by the pagans in Romans 1.
iii) But God doesn’t grade on the curve.

f) James 2:10
i) God demands absolute perfection, and none of us in ourselves can provide it.

(1) This is why we need the Gospel.
(2) This is why we need the righteousness of God that comes by believing on the Lord 

Jesus Christ.
g) The hypocrite is going to be judged by his actions.

i) Romans 2:6
(1) Whatever he does is going to judge him.
(2) “According to his deeds” means “according to his sins.”

(a) This includes sins of commission, sins of omission, sins of the flesh, and sins of the 
spirit.

ii) The most respectable church goer, without the second birth, is just as lost as the worst 
criminal on Earth.
(1) John 3:3

h) The hypocrite is going to be judged by his attitude.
i) Romans 2:7-9

(1) This passage is speaking of those who go to church seeking God and those who go to 
church wanting to be contentious.

ii) There are some who are seekers and some who are scorners.
iii) Are you looking for God, or are you looking for some loophole?
iv) Are you looking for something to criticize?
v) If you’re looking for God, He is knocking at your heart’s door.

i) The hypocrite is going to be judged by his advantages.
i) Romans 2:9-11

(1) It was to the Jew first because he had the greater advantage.
(a) Romans 3:1-2
(b) They had the Word of God, the Old Testament.

ii) Luke 12:48
iii) God holds us responsible for attending church services.
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(1) God will judge us because of our advantage.
(a) There are millions of people who sit in darkness who have never even heard the 

name of Jesus.
(2) God knows what we’ve heard.
(3) How sad it would be to go to Hell from the jungle, but how much sadder it would be 

to go to Hell from an air-conditioned, upholstered church.
iv) Matthew 7:22-23

(1) They didn’t get saved and lose it, they never had it.
(2) They went through the form of religion, but they were never saved.

4) THE HYPOCRITE’S JUDGMENT IS ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL (Romans 2:12-16)
a) 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

i) The Gospel is that Christ died for our sins, He was buried, and He was raised again on the 
third day according to the Scriptures.

ii) If this Gospel doesn’t save you, then it will judge you because it’s the Gospel of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

b) It is the Lord Jesus who is the judge.
i) John 5:22
ii) The same Jesus who wants to be your Savior will one day be your judge if you do not allow 

Him to be your Savior.
c) You are going to meet Jesus Christ.

i) If you do not meet Jesus Christ in salvation, then you will meet Him in judgment.
ii) If the Gospel does not save you, then the Gospel will condemn you.

d) No one can hide from God.
i) Acts 17:31

(1) The resurrection of Jesus Christ that is meant to save you is the very resurrection that 
will condemn you if you do not receive the Lord Jesus in salvation.
(a) The hypocrite picks death from the tree of life.

e) The Gospel is a savor of life unto life or death unto death.
i) It is not that the hypocrite could not be saved, but that he would not be saved.

f) God will one day reveal the secrets of the hypocrite.
i) Romans 2:16

(1) This verse speaks of secrets that have been repressed; sins that we have forgotten 
about and have put away.

ii) God will one day reveal our hearts.
iii) The Bible says that God is keeping books containing every idle word, every thought and 

every deed.
(1) The judgment of the hypocrite will be, for many, worse than the judgment of the 

heathen.
(a) Luke 12:48

5) CONCLUSION
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a) There are many today who are not hypocrites, but they’re not saved because they have 
become disillusioned by someone else who claims to be a Christian.
i) Put your eyes on Jesus instead.

b) There are many people who refuse to go to church because of hypocrites in the church.
i) There are also some wonderful people in the church who love Jesus.
ii) If you let a hypocrite keep you from Jesus, then you will spend all eternity with every one 

of them in Hell.
c) Give your heart to Jesus today.

i) Don’t let any hypocrite keep you out of Heaven.
d) Pray to Him now and ask Him to come into your life.
e) Call upon Jesus today. Repent (turn) from your sins, and turn to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you 

of your sins, and acknowledge Him as Lord of your life.
i) Romans 3:23
ii) Romans 10:9-10
iii) Romans 10:13
iv) Acts 16:31
v) John 3:16
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Be finding Romans chapter 2. Howard Carter discovered the tomb of old King Tut back in the early 
twenties, 1922, and when Howard Carter finally broke into the tomb of one of Egypt’s richest kings, 
he went in there and he found the casket, the sarcophagus, and it was a huge thing. I’ve seen it in 
the Egyptian museum. Perhaps you have. And he took, opened that coffin, and inside was another 
coffin covered with gold leaf. And he opened that, and inside was a third coffin. And he opened that, 
and inside was one of solid gold. I’ve seen that. And when he opened the fourth, inside was King 
Tut. And he was wrapped in gold cloth. And he had that incredible gold mask on his face; it is so 
beautiful. But when they lifted that off and took off that gold cloth, there was an old, dried, withered, 
dead corpse inside all of that. The outward thing did not change what was on the inside.

We’re dealing today with hypocrites. And many hypocrites have quite a few things on the 
exterior. But God doesn’t look on the exterior, God looks on the heart. God sees through all of 
those things that we adorn ourselves with and decorate ourselves with. We’re talking today about 
how God handles hypocrites. Now in chapter 1 we talked about how God handles the heathen. In 
chapter 2 we’re going to see how God handles the hypocrite. In chapter 1, we saw the down and 
out. In chapter 2 we’re going to see the up and out. Because Paul, who’s very smart and anointed by 
the Holy Spirit, knew that there were certain religious people who would listen with relish as Paul 
described God’s judgment upon the heathen, those who worship bugs and creeping things, and 
they would say, “Well, we’re not that way, we’re not that way, we don’t do that.” And so they listened 
with these things in mind. They were indignant at the sins of others but indulgent about their own 
sins. And so in this chapter, chapter 2, we’re going to see how God handles the hypocrites. And if 
you’re a hypocrite, I pray God that today you’ll come to the real thing because, you see, the devil had 
rather send you to Hell from the pew than from the gutter. And, so I’m praying today that many will 
be saved. I’m praying also that those of you who have let some hypocrite keep you from Jesus will do 
it no longer.

And, let’s begin looking if we will here in Romans chapter 2 verses 1 through 5, “Therefore, thou 
art inexcusable,” underscore the word inexcusable, “oh man, whosoever thou art that judgest for 
wherein thou judgest another thou condemnest thyself. For thou that judgest doeth the same 
things. But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit 
such things and thinkest thou this, oh man, that judgest them which do such things and doest the 
same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God.” We’re going to stop reading there; we’re going 
to come up and pick it up again, but, you see, go back if you will, and look in Romans chapter 1 and 
verse 32, “Knowing the judgment of God, that they,” underscore the word they. And now notice in 
Romans chapter 2 verse 1, “Therefore thou art inexcusable.” It’s easy to talk about they, but God is 
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going to talk to thou. What, what God is doing is, is saying, “Hey, don’t talk about other people; it’s 
time right now to examine yourself.”

I heard somewhere of a man who went to the psychiatrist’s office. He had a scrambled egg on 
his head and a strip of bacon over each ear. He came, he said, “I came to see you about my brother.” 
It’s time that we stop thinking about they and begin to think about ourselves and examine ourselves 
because even those who are saved may be guilty of some hypocrisy, including the man who’s 
speaking. “Faults in others I can see, but praise the Lord, there’s none in me.” Now we tend to want 
to measure ourselves by other people, but God measures us by that perfect standard, Himself.

Now look in Romans chapter 2, and it’s easy to see what the theme is; it’s judgment. Look in verse 
1, “Oh man, whosoever thou art that judgest another, for wherein thou judgest another,” the last part 
of that verse, “that judgest doeth the same things.” Verse 2, “For we know that the judgment of God 
is according to truth.” Verse 3, “Thinkest thou this, oh man, that judgest them.” Last part of verse 3, 
“Do you think you’ll escape the judgment of God?” Verse 5, the last part, “The righteous judgment 
of God.”  Romans 2 verse 16, “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” 
This is talking about judgment. This is talking about the hypocrite’s judgment. It’s talking about the 
judgment of those who judge others without ever having met the Lord themselves.

Now what is the hypocrite’s judgment going to be like? What is the basis? Three things. Now I 
want you to get this. Number one, the hypocrite’s judgment is going to be according to truth. Three 
times he uses the word according. Look at it in verse 2, “But we are sure that the judgment of God is 
according to truth.” All right, just underscore that. Now go down to verse 6, “Who will render to every 
man according to his deeds.” First of all according to truth. The hypocrite’s judgment is according 
to truth. Number two, it is according to deeds. Now go down to verse 16, “In the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to My Gospel.” So the judgment is going to be 
according to truth, it’s going to be according to deeds, and it’s going to be according to the Gospel. 
Now that’s what he says the hypocrite’s judgment is going to be. So, that makes our outline today. 
We have a three-point outline and we’re going to see today how God handles hypocrites.

What’s the judgment going to be like? First of all, the judgment is going to be according to truth, 
and therefore there will be no disguise. You see, the word hypocrite means actor, it means play actor; 
that’s what the word literally means. And in Jesus’ time, the actors would put on disguises. If they 
were supposed to be happy, rather than merely acting happy, they would put on a happy face, a 
disguise. If they’re to be sad, they’d put on a sad face. If they were to be fierce, they were to put on a 
fierce face. They were wearing masks, they were wearing disguises. And Jesus said, “In the religious 
world there’re some who are hypocrites, they’re actors, they are wearing disguises.” But Paul says 
that, “The judgment is going to be according to truth.” God is going to pull off the mask, there will be 
no disguise. Not profession, not pretension, not performance, but truth is the standard.

“You can fool all of the people some of the time, and you can fool some of the people all of the 
time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of the time.” But you can’t fool God any of the time. Now 
God’s judgment is according to truth. Now today we’ve forgotten truth. We have sacrificed truth for 
pragmatism. We don’t ask, “Is it true?” We ask, “Does it work?” We’ve sacrificed truth for style. We 
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don’t say, “Does he or she tell the truth?” We say, “Do I like him? Do I like her?” We’re not interested 
in truth; we’re interested in the stock market. We are one nation under greed, rather than one 
nation under God.

Now we think we’re smart, and did you know somebody said that if you were to take all of the 
knowledge, the accumulated knowledge of the world, from creation to 1845 and let it measure an 
inch on the scale, and using that standard from 1845 to 1945, it would’ve grown to three inches. But 
from 1945 to 1975 it would be as tall as the Washington Monument. But from 1975 on it would be out 
of sight. Now knowledge is doubling, but truth never changes.

You know the Bible in Daniel 12 verse 4, Daniel said, “In the last days knowledge shall increase.” 
What a prophecy! But the Bible says in Second Timothy chapter 3 verse7, that there’re men, “Ever 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” God’s standard is truth! God has 
written a Bible; it is called the Word of truth. God has given His Holy Spirit; He is called the Spirit of 
truth. God is building His church and the church is called the pillar and the ground of truth. God 
has sent His Son and His Son is the truth. The apostle John said in Third John 4, “I have no greater 
joy than to know that my children walk in the truth.” But truth has fallen in the streets today. The 
hypocrite’s judgment, however, is going to be according to truth. God knows the truth and God will 
judge every hypocrite by the truth, no matter what office he holds. Truth is to your spirit what food is 
to your body, what light is to your eyes, what melody is to your ears.

Now, the hypocrite doesn’t understand that God is going to judge according to truth, so the 
hypocrite, the play actor, has three fatal flaws in his thinking. Flaw number one, he has the idea 
that outward appearance is all that matters. He thinks that somehow, that if he can just simply 
appear righteous, that he will be righteous. Put this verse in your Bible, Matthew 23 verses 25 
through 28. Jesus is talking to the religious Mafia of His day, and He says, “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye may clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within 
they’re full of extortion and excess.” The way men do dishes has not changed for two thousand years. 
An old Pharisee doing the dishes, and he just wiping the outside and on the inside, the oatmeal 
is crusted. He just puts it back up there on the shelf till his wife comes and talks to him about it. 
“Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of 
them may be clean also. Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye are like unto whited 
sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward but within are full of dead men’s bones and of 
all uncleanness.” Remember old King Tut? “Even so, ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, 
but within are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” The hypocrite thinks that all God sees is how he dresses 
on Sunday morning and how he sings and how he greets people and how he behaves. And the 
religious people of Paul’s day were in that category.

You’re in Romans chapter 2, go down to verses 21 and 22 and look at it, “Thou, therefore, which 
teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest that a man should not steal, does 
thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, does thou commit adultery? Thou 
that abhorrest idols, does thou commit sacrilege?” You say, “Well, Pastor, I’m not an adulterer.” 
Matthew chapter 5 verse 28, Jesus said, “If you look on a woman to lust after her, you’ve committed 
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adultery with her already in your heart.” You say, “Well I’m not a murderer!” First John chapter 3 verse 
15 says that, “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.” You see, so many times we think that it’s 
the outward part that matters. But the Bible says there’s no excuse and there’s no escape.

You know, you have to pity a hypocrite, because, the problem with the hypocrite is on the inside, 
not on the outside. And so he’s a pretender. You see, he doesn’t have the courage to out and out 
serve the devil, and he doesn’t have the true grace to really serve the Lord. And so he is a great big 
actor, he is a respectable sinner, but he is still a sinner. Now the hypocrite is going to be judged 
according to truth. His outward appearance is not going to make any difference.

Here’s a second mistake that the hypocrite makes. Not only a mistake concerning appearance, 
but he also makes a mistake concerning whether or not he’s getting along in life. The hypocrite 
thinks that if he is not being chastised, if he’s not having trouble, he’s right with God. Look in 
Romans 2 verses 3 and 4, “And thinkest thou this, oh man, that judgest them which do such things 
and doeth the same that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? Or despisest thou the riches of 
His goodness and forbearance and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance.” Are you listening to that? You see, some people have the idea that if they’re not 
having any problems, they’re right with God. They have the idea that if, they’re healthy, if their bank 
account is up, if they have no problems, that evidently God loves them, and everything is fine and 
they don’t need to repent, because look at all of these blessings. Friend, the blessings of God don’t 
mean that you’re right with God. God gives you blessings to bring you to Him. It doesn’t mean you 
don’t need repentance. The Bible says that, “The goodness of God leads to your repentance.” Oh, 
don’t you know, don’t you know the Bible says that the absence of problems does not mean that you 
don’t need repentance.

As a matter of fact, the goodness of God only makes your judgment more severe if you deny or 
fall from the goodness of God. If you’re being blessed now, let me beg you to come to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and don’t get the idea that God’s goodness is an invitation to sin more, because the greater 
the blessings, if those blessings are refused, the greater the judgment when the judgment comes. 
And I want to remind you that Sodom and Gomorrah were at an economic all-time high when the 
fire and brimstone fell. You just read that. The Bible says in Ezekiel 16 verse 49, that one of the marks 
of Sodom was not only did they commit abominations, but fullness of bread and idleness, that is, 
people didn’t even have to work. There was so much prosperity and that’s when the fire fell, because 
the goodness of God did not lead them to repentance.

Let me give you another verse. Put this in your margin. This is very interesting. Luke chapter 13 
verses 1 through 5. Now there had been a calamity, and here was the calamity. There were some 
people, they were walking down the street one day and a tower fell on them. They were up in 
Galilee and a tower fell on them. And Jesus is talking about that, and by the way, Jesus talked about 
contemporary affairs. And the Bible says, “There were present at that season some that told Him,” 
that is, Jesus, “of the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.” They were 
worshipping and Pilate came in there and had them killed. “And Jesus answering, said unto them, 
‘Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans because they suffered such 
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things? I tell you, nay, except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen upon whom 
the tower in Siloam fell and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? I tell you no, nay, except you repent you shall all likewise perish.’” Now, don’t get the idea 
that if somebody has trouble it’s because God has judged them and if you don’t have trouble God 
is not going to judge you. Jesus said, “Whether a tower falls on you or not, if you don’t repent, you’re 
going to perish.” And the hypocrite doesn’t understand this. He thinks that outward appearance is all 
that matters. He thinks that the absence of problems is all that matters.

Now here’s the third thing that this hypocrite needs to learn. The hypocrite needs to learn that 
delayed judgment does not mean no judgment. Look if you will in Romans 2 verse 5, “But after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart,” rather than repenting you have an impenitent heart, “treasurest 
up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God.” Now what does that mean? When God is good to you, and when God blesses a nation and 
that nation hardens its heart against God, or when God blesses an individual, and that individual 
hardens his heart against God, God says you’re just putting wrath in the bank, you’re treasuring up 
wrath against the day of wrath. It’s one more deposit. One day the hypocrite’s judgment is going to 
come and God is going to say, “What did you do with all of My blessings? What did you do with the 
prosperity I gave you? You hardened your heart, you were impenitent. You started to put deposits in 
the bank of wrath.”

Why doesn’t God judge right away? I’ll tell you why God doesn’t judge right away. Because God 
waits for all of that sin to ripen. You see, you put it in the bank and at the judgment you collect with 
compound interest. When you sin against God, your sin does not just end here, it goes on and on 
and on, and the ripples touch the shores of eternity. And then finally God says, “There’s coming a 
day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God.” And so the judgment is going to 
be according to truth, according to truth. God is going to rip off the mask and God is going to say, 
“Outward appearance doesn’t matter.” God is going to say, “The blessings that I gave you, that didn’t 
mean you were right with God.” And God is going to say, “Just because I didn’t judge you now does 
not mean that I will not judge you.” And any hypocrite, anybody listening to me on television, you’re 
living high, wide, and handsome. You are not getting away with your sin. You’re not, you are not! 
“After thy hardness and impenitent heart you’re treasuring up unto yourself wrath against the day of 
wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God.”

Now you’re not going to escape. He says in Romans 2 verse 3 that, “Thinkest thou that you will 
escape?” The word think is a technical word; it means, have you figured out a way to escape? Do you 
think that somehow that you’re going to escape the judgment of God? You can’t do it! Houdini was 
an escape artist, but he didn’t escape death, and he did not escape judgment. Now today, you may 
escape; your sin may go undiscovered. How many of you have ever broken the speed limit and didn’t 
get arrested? Your sin may be undiscovered. You may be un-apprehended, they may not be able to 
catch you, or you may go unpunished; you may get a high-powered Washingtonian lawyer. But you 
will not escape the judgment of God. You will not. You will not! Do you think, have you connived, are 
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you so intelligent that you think that you shall escape? No! God will rip off the mask! The judgment 
of the hypocrite is according to truth. That's the first thing.

Now I want you to see the second thing. The hypocrite’s judgment is not only according to truth, 
but it is according to deeds. So not only is it going to be without disguise, it’s going to be without 
distinction. Notice it now, beginning in Romans 2 verse 6, “Who will render to every man according 
to his deeds,” “according to his deeds.” You see, you’re not saved by works, but you will be judged by 
works. Somehow we get the idea that certain people, maybe Americans, or maybe Baptists, have a 
special distinction, but we do not. Go down to Romans 2 verse 11, “There’s no respect of persons with 
God.” No respect of persons with God. It didn’t make any difference whether you were a Jew or a 
Greek. Paul is going to show in Romans 3 that the entire world is guilty before God.

Sometimes when I am interviewed on television, the interviewer thinks he’s going to put me in a 
hot box, make me seem like I’m a racist, or make me seem like I’m a bigot. And so he will eventually 
ask this question if he’s pretty shrewd, he will say, “Do you think a Jew without Jesus is lost?” Now, 
you can just imagine if you’re in front of the modern urbane audience and being interviewed like 
that, what a question like that says. Because if you say, “Yes, I believe that a Jew without Jesus is lost,” 
you, number one, are looked at as a racist and number two as a bigot, isn’t that right? Of course. If 
you say, “No, I believe he’s saved,” what you have done is absolutely dishonored the Lord Jesus Christ 
who died for the sins of all people. Do you know what I tell a man when he asks me that question? 
I say, “Friend, I believe that one of my own children without Jesus would be lost.” It doesn’t matter 
whether he’s a Jew or a Gentile! It’s not a matter of race, it is not a matter of place, it is not a matter 
of face, whether you’re male or female, it is a matter of God’s grace. Do you know it or do you not? 
“There is no respect of persons with God!” Nobody is lost because he’s a Jew and nobody is saved 
because he’s a Gentile. God judges according to truth and God judges according to deeds, Romans 
3:23, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

You see, so many people have the idea that God’s going to grade on the curve. “We’re bad, but 
we’re not as bad as somebody else.” And so these religious people in chapter 2 had laid themselves 
out in the gutter alongside the pagan in chapter 1, and they’d measured themselves by the pagan, 
and they said, “Well I’m a little longer than the pagan, and God is going to grade on the curve.” But 
God doesn’t grade on the curve. As a matter of fact, James said in James chapter 2 verse 10, “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in one point, the same is guilty of all.” You see, 
God demands absolute perfection, and none of us in ourselves can provide it, and that’s why we 
need the Gospel. That’s why we need the righteousness of God that comes by believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Suppose, is there anybody here who would say that you’ve always kept all God’s Ten 
Commandments? Of course not. Well, you say, “I’ve only broken one.” I don’t believe that, but let’s 
suppose you’d only broken one. Here’s a man dangling over a fire by a chain of ten links. Nine of 
those links are made of forged steel and one of them is made of crepe paper. “For whosoever shall 
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keep the whole law and yet offend in one point, the same is guilty of all.” The hypocrite is going to be 
judged according to his deeds.

Now let me show you how this goes. First of all, by his actions. Look in Romans 2 verse 6. 
Whatever he does is going to judge him. He’s going to, “Render to every man according to his 
deeds.” Now, that just means according to his sins. What kind of sins? Sins of commission, sins of 
omission, sins of the flesh, sins of the spirit. You see, the most respectable man, woman, or boy 
or girl in this building or listening to me by television is just as lost as the worst criminal on earth 
without a second birth. Now you may not believe that, but in John chapter 3 and verse 3, Jesus told 
Nicodemus, a better man than any man here in this building today, morally, outwardly, “Unless 
you’re born again you can’t even see the kingdom of God.”

Not only, verse 6, are they going to be judged according to their actions, but also they’re going to 
be judged to their attitudes. Look in Romans 2 verses 7 and 8, “To them who by patient continuance 
and well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality and eternal life. But unto them that are 
contentious and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness, indignation, and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil, to the Jew first and also of the Gentile.” What is 
that talking about? He’s talking about your attitudes. He’s talking about some who come to church 
seeking God. And there’s some who come to church wanting to be contentious. Hey folks, I’ve been 
preaching long enough to know that there’re people out there who are mentally arguing with me 
right now. You don’t like me, you don’t like what I preach, and your mind is saying, “I think I can 
find some fault in what that man is saying.” Friend, that’d be easy to do. I can do that. I mean, if you 
come to church, if you come to the house of God, or anywhere, and you’re looking for something 
to criticize, friend, you can find it starting with the man standing in the pulpit. I’m going to tell you 
something else, if you come looking for God today, you can find God, because He’s here. You’re 
going to find what you look for! There’re some who are seekers and there’re some who are scorners. 
And the Lord says that when He comes to judge, not only is He going to judge actions, He’s going 
to judge attitudes. Are you looking for God? Are you looking for some loophole? Are you looking for 
something to criticize, something to find fault with? Well I’ll guarantee you, you’ll find it. But if you 
come looking for God, He’s here, He’s standing, knocking at your heart’s door.

The hypocrite’s going to be judged by his actions, he’s going to be judged by his attitudes, and 
I’ll tell you what else he’s going to be judged by; his advantages. Now here’s the one that ought 
to frighten some of us. Not only his actions and his attitudes but his advantages. Look in Romans 
2 verses 9 and 10 of this same thing. “Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile. But glory, honor and peace to every man that worketh 
good, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile, for there’s no respect of persons with God.” What 
does that mean? Why to the Jew first? Because he had the greater advantage. He’s going to say to 
the Jew, is given the oracles of God and God has blessed the Jew, and we’re going to think about 
that, in chapter 3. Look in verse 1, “What advantage, then, hath the Jew, or what profit is there of 
circumcision? Much in every way, chiefly because that unto them were committed the oracles of 
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God.” They have the Word of God, they have the Old Testament, and so therefore Luke 12:48, “Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of the same shall much be required.”

You see, listen. God holds you responsible for being in this service today. God is going to judge 
you because of your advantage. There are millions of people on Earth who sit in darkness, who 
have never even once heard the name of Jesus. You see, God knows what you’ve heard and, “Unto 
whomsoever much is given, of the same shall much be required.” How sad it would be to go to 
Hell from the jungle, but how much sadder it would be to go to Hell from an air-conditioned, 
upholstered church. How sad it would be to sing in the choir and go to Hell. How sad it would be to 
usher and go to Hell. How sad it would be to sit on the platform and go to Hell. Jesus said in Matthew 
7 verses 22 and 23, “Many will say unto Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Thy 
name and in Thy name cast out devils, and in Thy name done many wonderful works?’ And then will 
I profess unto them, ‘Depart from Me, ye that work iniquity, I never knew you.’” They didn’t get saved 
and lose it, they never had it. They went through the form of religion, but they were never saved. 
And how is the hypocrite’s judgment going to be? Number one, according to truth. Number two, 
according to his deeds, his actions, his attitudes, his advantages. God takes all of that into account 
when He comes to the judgment.

Now let’s come to the third way, very quickly. How’s God going to judge? Not only according to 
truth. And not only according to deeds, but here’s something very strange. He’s going to judge the 
hypocrite according to the Gospel. Look if you will here in verses 16 of Romans 2, “In the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to My Gospel.” Now, what on earth 
does that mean? “In the day when God is going to judge the secrets of men according to My Gospel.” 
He said, “It’s according to truth, it is according to deeds, and now it is according to His Gospel.”

Well, what is His Gospel? Well you don’t have to guess about what the Gospel is. First Corinthians 
chapter 15 verses 1 through 3. Paul said, “This is the Gospel that I’ve preached unto you, how that 
Christ died for our sins, that He was buried, that He was raised again the third day, according to the 
Scriptures.” That, friend, is Gospel truth. And if that Gospel does not save you, that Gospel will judge 
you, because that is the Gospel of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Now what does the resurrection of Jesus Christ have do with judgment? Well, He is the judge. 
The Bible says in John 5:22, “The Father judges no man, but He has committed all judgment unto 
the Son.” The same Jesus who wants to be your Savior will one day be your Judge if you do not allow 
Him to be your Savior. But listen to me and listen well. You’re going to meet Jesus Christ. If you do 
not meet Jesus Christ in salvation, you’ll meet Him in judgment. If the Gospel does not save you, 
the Gospel will condemn you. How is that? Well Christ is the Judge. Now you can’t hold court if the 
Judge is dead, but God raised up the Judge. And you can’t hold court if the defendant is dead; and 
God will raise you up. You cannot crawl up in the grave and pull the dirt over your face and hide 
from God. The Bible says in Acts chapter 17 verse 31, “God has appointed a day in which He will judge 
the world in righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assurance 
unto all men in that He raised Him from the dead.” What does that mean? That means that the 
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resurrection of Jesus Christ that is meant to save you is the very resurrection that will condemn you, 
and the hypocrite picks death from the tree of life.

You see, the Gospel is a saver of life unto life or death unto death. It is a two-edged sword. But, 
my friend, that blessed blade will cut to heal or to slay, but it is a sword today, and you’re going to be 
judged according to the Gospel. Listen, it is not that you could not be saved; it is that you would not 
be saved. And there’s the Lord Jesus in agony and blood, dying upon that cross for you, and you wrap 
yourself in your robes of self-righteousness and will not receive the Lord Jesus Christ. And He says one 
of these days God is going to reveal the secrets of the hypocrite. Notice if you will in Romans 2 verse 16, 
“In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.” What does that mean? It means 
secrets that have been repressed, sins that you’ve committed that you’ve forgotten about, you’ve put 
them away. Secrets that have been repressed. Secrets will be revealed. One day God is going to reveal 
your heart. One day He’s going to open the door and skeletons will come out of closets. The Bible says 
that God is keeping books, and every word, every idle word, every thought, every deed, it’s there and 
that judgment, the judgment of the hypocrite, is going to be, for many, worse than the judgment of 
the heathen. “For unto whomsoever much is given, much shall be required.”

I’m speaking to a number of people today. You’re not hypocrites, but you’re not saved. Do you 
know why you’re not saved? You’re not saved because you’ve been looking at somebody else 
who claims to be a Christian, and you say, “Well if that’s Christianity, I don’t want it.” Friend, it’s not 
Christianity. Put your eyes upon Jesus. You say, “There’re hypocrites in the church.” That may be, but 
I’m going to tell you something else. The best people I know on the face of this earth love Jesus and 
are part of His blood-bought church, and they’re going to Heaven. And you let some hypocrite keep 
you from Jesus; you’ll spend all eternity with every one of them in Hell.

Give your heart to Jesus! Give Him all your life. Don’t be whitewashed, be washed white by the 
blood of Jesus. Have reality. If you’re not saved, come today and cast yourself on the mercy of God. 
Don’t bring your self-righteousness, bring your sin to Jesus. “In my hand no price I bring, simply to 
thy cross I cling.”

“Pastor, would Jesus save me today?” Friend, He wants to save you. He is knocking at your heart’s 
door and He will save you. There’s nobody so good you don’t need to be saved and nobody so bad 
you can’t be saved. Romans 1 says, “There’s nobody so bad they can’t be saved.” Romans 2 says, 
“There’s nobody so good they don’t have to be saved,” okay?

Don’t let some hypocrite keep you out of Heaven. Give your heart to Jesus. And if you yourself 
have been a church member but never really saved, you’d better get it settled today.

Would you bow your heads in prayer? Heads are bowed and eyes are closed. If you’re not certain 
that you’re saved, would you like to be saved, would you? Would you like to know that you really do 
have life? Jesus said, “I’ve come that you might have life.” Could I lead you in a prayer? We’ll call this 
prayer the sinner’s prayer. And you can pray and accept Christ as your personal Lord and Savior. You 
can do it right now. Would you pray this prayer? “Dear God, I know that You love me. Thank You for 
loving me. And I know that You want to save me. Jesus, You died to save me and You promised to 
save me if I would trust You. Jesus, I do trust You. I believe You’re the Son of God. I believe you paid 
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for my sin with Your blood on the cross. I believe that God raised You from the dead. And now I 
receive You as my Lord and Savior. Forgive my sin. Cleanse me. Come into my life. Take control of my 
life and begin today to make me the person You want me to be. And Jesus, give me the courage to 
make it public. Help me never to be ashamed of You. In Your name I pray, Amen.”
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